
 

 

 
 

IT TAKES TWO TO TALK 
HANEN PARENT PROGRAM 

 

WHAT IS THE HANEN PARENT PROGRAM? 
The Program is a group-based, family-focused approach to language intervention 
with young children. 
The Hanen Parent Program ‘It Takes Two to Talk’ aims to: 

• Educate parents to help them get a better understanding of how children develop 
language, and of the strategies they can use whenever they talk to their child to 
help them develop language. 

• Provide opportunities for parents to apply the information they have learnt, under 
the guidance of Hanen trained staff. 

• Support parents, through the group format, to share ideas, issues and concerns 
with other parents who are in similar situations. 

WHO IS IT FOR? 
The Hanen Parent Program ‘It Takes Two to Talk’ is for the parents of children who 
have a language delay.  It is appropriate for the parents of children whose 
development ranges from using no language, through to children who are beginning 
to use two word combinations. 

WHAT DOES IT INVOLVE? 

• Parents (and, if they would like, grandparents, good friends, brothers and sisters, 
other caregivers) attend: 
o 8 sessions of two and a half hours. 
o At least four home visits, including an initial consultation.  These involve video 

taping of parents interacting with their children, which are also used for 
feedback and learning within the group sessions.  Parents also receive 
feedback from the speech-language pathologist at the time. 

WHO PROVIDES THE HANEN PARENT PROGRAM ‘IT TAKES TWO TO TALK’? 
The programs are provided by speech-language pathologists who have received 
training in the Hanen approach. 

WHAT DO I NEED TO DO TO BECOME INVOLVED? 
Orientation nights are held regularly before each Program is run.  It is strongly 
suggested that you attend the orientation night to find out more about the ‘It Takes 
Two to Talk’ program and what is involved. 
The Program roughly follows the sequence of the book, developed by Hanen, called 
“It Takes Two to Talk”.  You may wish to borrow this and read it through. 
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Running these Programs is very time intensive.  We need to have the parents (and 
others) of at least six children to run a program.  We try to organise groups to include 
parents of children who are at similar levels in their language development.  
Grouping parents like this means that the information provided can be more specific 
and targeted.  If we have the parents of more than eight (8) children wanting to 
attend a program we would prioritise the parents of children who are at similar levels, 
which may mean a delay in attending a program for some families. 
Families of children who are clients of Novita Children’s Services would also receive 
higher prioritisation.  

ARE THERE ANY COSTS? 

• If your child is a client of Novita the program is free. You can purchase the book 
for $75 or borrow a copy from the Novita Toy and resource centre. 

• If your child is not a client of Novita, you may be able to attend the program at a 
cost of $780. This includes the cost of the book and the home visits.  This fee is 
not claimable through Health Insurance Schemes. 

• In some cases, Novita may run the ‘It Takes Two to Talk’ Hanen Parent Programs 
in conjunction with other agencies.  In these cases, whether or not a fee is 
required is the decision of the agency. 

WHAT PARENTS SAY ABOUT HANEN WORKSHOPS 

• "I have learned that she does communicate - not in the way that I expected, but 
by watching her eyes, head movements and waiting - she communicates a hell of 
a lot more than I thought" 

• "Home visits were helpful with personal evaluation. Meeting other parents is good 
and helpful. Group sessions were good for sharing ideas" 

• "E has changed a lot in these past months, with lots of communication attempts" 

• "The classes were fun and I learned a lot" 

• "I learned a whole new way of communicating with S". 

FOR MORE INFORMATION 
Please contact: Cathy Olsson (Phone:  8172 9204) 
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